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“The authors have assembled a remarkably interesting collection
of writings by scientists, setting their formally impersonal disci-
pline in a rich context of humane experience and understanding.
The book i1s an important contribution to a deeper understanding of
the character of science and it deserves to be widely read.”

YVONDER THAT INSPIRED

MARCO BERSANELLI &

MARIO GARGANTINI

—John Polkinghorne, author of
Theology in the Context of Science

From time to time, the diligent science student huddled over dense
volumes of research findings and highly technical data will stum-

{4 B | | ble upon a truly rare treasure: the author's answer to the question
078-1-59947-340-6, 8 x 10, cloth, 336 pages, of, "Why?" Why did the authors of these volumes commit them-
$27.95 selves so ardently to life in the laboratory? What was it that moti-

vated them to keep their eye to the microscope for years on end?

Why did the world's greatest scientists devote their lives to research—an endeavor where failure 1s the exponentially
more likely outcome than success?

In their anthology, From Galileo to Gell-Mann, Marco Bersanelli and Mario Gargantini have gathered the
answers to these fascinating questions from over one hundred of the brightest scientific minds from our past and pre-
sent. It 1s a goldmine of insight that previously could only be found hidden deep within thousands of scattershot
pages of footnotes from out-of-print journals, rare books, and unpublished papers. Throughout the work, Bersanelli
and Gargantini also offer insightful commentary and discussion on the readings.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Marco Bersanelli 1s professor of astrophysics at the University of Milan. He has worked as a visiting scholar at the
Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory, University of California and is a member of the science team of the Planck Surveyor
Space Mission, the European Space Agency project to study the early universe. He is also president of EURESIS, a
scientific and cultural association promoting interdisciplinary dialogue on frontier topics in science.

Mario Gargantini 1s an electronic engineer, a scientific journalist, and the director of Emmeciquadro, a journal on
science teaching. He was also a high school physics teacher for twenty years. He has authored several books and es-

says on science and religion, the history of science, and education; he has also been curator of a dozen scientific ex-
hibitions. In 1987 he won the Glaxo Award and in 1990 he won the Federchimica Award, both for science
comimuinication.
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